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Singularities of Nilpotent Varieties  
 
 

 
Abstract:  I will give a rather surprising answer to the questions of which nilpotent 
varieties (closures of nilpotent orbits in semisimple Lie algebras) are rationally 
singular.  The proof uses techniques of Brion which I have previously used to 
study closures of orbits under a symmetric subgroup in the flag variety. 
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